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1. Up until at least 1940, the University of Saransk had two sections: a two-year
course for teachers of stulents up to twelve years of age,and a five.year course
for teschers of students from 12 to 18 years of age. There were about 1500 in
‘e two-year course and about 3500 in the five-year cowrse. Studeunt teachers
were allowed to select one of the following as a major; physics, mathematics,
history, chemistry, languages, geography, biology, Russiaun language and
litersture, and general. About 35% of the students selected either physics
or mathematics. The university duilding, of four or five floors, covered an
aresa ebout 0.5 kilometer by O.5 kilometer.

2. The stulents came from farms and villeges within three-to-four hundred kilometers
of Saremsk. Prospective students had to show a birth certificete, a village
govermment statement concerning suitability as a student, certificates of com-
pletion from each school attended, and a suitability statement from each
schesl attended. I there was s hiut of other than good Cowmunist background,
the studunt wvas refused admittance.

3. Students were given an sllowancs by the State of 120 to 150 rubles, depending
on the grades obtained. This money wes insufficient for books, room, boerd
and mecessities and most students cbtained extra money from their families.
About 29% of the stwients worked at the railroad station, as street cleaners,
and taught elementary grades at vearby schools, for additional money. The
stuleuts at.ended classes from 9:00 A, to 4:00 P.M. and it vas usually
necessary to stwly an additional six to eight bhours. Consequently, vorking
studenthhed o Aifficuit time maintaining a creditable record. The State
allovance wes discontinued in 1939 and I heard that about 25% of the students
left school.

&. There were 30 to M0 stulemts in esch class. The professors were alocf amd
cared little about the progress of individual stwdents. The lectures vere
formal and were dslivered at the level of the average stulent. All students
took volminows wotes. In the laboretory courses there were one or two
sssistants who carried out the experimemts with all stwleuts observing and
making wotes. There was insufficiemt equipment for the stwients to make
individwal experimeuts before mid-1938, but thereafter the quemtity of
ladoratory equipment increased considersdbly.
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